Utah Accolades 
Rankings & Headlines

The following 6 rankings are major foundation rankings issued annually
Utah #1

“ECONOMIC OUTLOOK”

-Rich States Poor States

ALEC- Laffer State Economic Competitiveness Index

Based on 16 important state policy variables, Utah ranked number one in the nation for overall future economic outlook.

“In stark contrast to way too many states today that are getting it wrong in terms of policy and business friendliness, Utah is unique in that its leaders are making some very conscientious decisions to improve their business climate and to make it clear they are open for business and are not going to tax you out of existence”

“States that rank well in our outlook will rebound faster from the downturn than the states at the bottom” -Jonathan Williams, Director, Tax and Fiscal Policy, American Legislative Exchange Council 

Utah #2

“Pollina Corporate Top 10 Pro-Business States for 2009: 

Rebuilding America’s Economic Power”

Utah Receives National Recognition as an Economic Powerhouse for third year in a row 

Utah jumped from ninth most business friendly state in the country to second, just slightly behind Virginia.  In one of the most widely recognized annual economic studies in the country, Utah was named, for the third year in a row as one of the “Top 10 Pro-Business States.”  In the report released today, the “Pollina Corporate Top 10 Pro-Business States for 2009: Rebuilding American’s Economic Power” once again ranked each state in the annual study of job retention and creation by the 50 states and the federal government.

“From a policy standpoint, clearly Utah is making the statement that it has set up a very pro-business operating environment, and economic development efforts and incentives are going to be their tool for attracting business and investment,” says Brent Pollina, Vice President of Pollina Corporate Real Estate and author of the study.  “Governor Huntsman has placed a high priority on economic development and these efforts are now paying dividends for the residents of Utah. Utah is also the most pro-business state with close proximity to West Coast markets, lending strong weight for distribution and other industries that rely on being a day’s drive from California” 

Utah #1

“The Best Managed State in the Nation”

-The Pew Center on the States 2008

Reported in Governing Magazine: Measuring Performance

The Center ranked the states based on how well they manage their budgets, staffs, infrastructure and information.  States were graded on their recruitment and retention of qualified employees, their use of information and technology, management of budgets and purchasing systems, and planning for improvements to roads, bridges and other core infrastructure.  

Utah #1

“MOST DYNAMIC ECONOMY”

-Kauffman 2008 State New Economy Index

· #1 “Inventor Patents”

· #2 “Online Population”

· #3 “Fastest Growing Firms”

· #6 “Venture Capital

· #7 “E-Government”

· #6 “Initial Public Offerings”

Utah #3

“BEST STATE FOR BUSINESS”

-Forbes Magazine
In conjunction with Moody’s Economy.com, the Forbes Magazine Best States ranking measures six vital categories for businesses: costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current economic climate, growth prospects and quality of life.
Top 3 Rankings

1. Virginia

2. Washington State

3. Utah

http://www.forbes.com/2009/09/23/best-states-for-business-beltway-best-states.html
Utah #2

Beacon Hill Institute, State Competitiveness Report 

“MOST COMPETETIVE STATE FOR BUSINESS”

-Beacon Hill Institute

Names Utah Number 2 as the most competitive state for business in the nation. Utah was highly ranked in major sectors such as Government and Fiscal Policy, Business Incubation, Infrastructure, Human Resources and Technology.

New Rankings in which Utah was ranked highly
“Top 20 Uniquely American Cities and Towns”
Ogden #5, Logan #10, Tooele City #23

Newsmax.com
Newsmax magazine commissioned Peter Greenberg, best-
selling author and travel editor of NBC’s Today show, to compile 
a list of the nation’s most uniquely American communities.Greenberg sought out cities and towns that embody America’s core values. In addition to ranking the top 25 American locales, Greenberg graded each town and city on a 1 (low) to 10 (high) scale, for 9 different categories, including Hospitality, Culture, Scenic Beauty, and Business-Friendliness.

“Best U.S. City for Business

Salt Lake City #8 

Yahoo Finance
After flirting with the top 10 the past two years, Utah's capital finally made it in the upper echelon, and it may be one to watch in coming years. The region and state are making concerted efforts to attract and grow business, says Michael Limon, business editor for the Salt Lake Tribune. "Our sense is that Utah, for whatever reason, is faring a little bit better than other regions," Limon said. "I think Utah has more than held its own." Much of it is due to continuous growth and building in the region. Salt Lake is completing a massive downtown revitalization project worth more than $1 billion, financed by the Church of Latter Day Saints, Limon says.

Utah in the Top 10 States for Job Creation

Utah Ranked #9 out of the “States that will create the most jobs annually through 2015”

IHS Global Insight


IHS Global Insight, a Boston-based research firm with offices in 14 countries projected Utah's average annual growth rate at 1.62 percent, ninth highest in the United States. According to HIS Global researchers "Utah looks good in a number of sectors," predicting construction, transportation and housing will "come back." Professional and business services will also improve as companies add administrative support for new projects. 

“Tax Havens Best places to Launch a Business” 
Logan, Utah #10

CNN Money

In the Small Metros Category, Utah gained points for its transparent and simple tax code.

Utah #8 Top Business Cities
Area Development

The online publication, which is owned by Dow Jones & Company and focuses on investor information and analysis, says it surveyed all U.S. metropolitan areas with a population of 500,000 or more
http://www.areadevelopment.com/newsitems/12-28-2009/iowa-marketwatch-top-10-cities984.shtml
Provo-Orem #2
Forbes Magazine 
“TOP 10 New Cities on the Rise”
Forbes Magazine ranked the Provo-Orem metro area #2 on its list of the top ten "U.S. cities on the rise."
Salt Lake #3
Area Development Magazine
“2009 Best Performing Cities” - 200 Largest Metros
Leaders in this year’s index, which ranks U.S. metros based on their ability to create and sustain jobs. 
The 2009 top 5 performers of the 200 largest metros: 

1. Austin-Round Rock, TX (4)

2. Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX (13)

3. Salt Lake City, UT (3)

4. McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, TX (7)

5. Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown, TX (16)
http://www.areadevelopment.com/StudiesResearchPapers/11-12-2009/best-performing-cities-2009.shtml
Utah #2 
Forbes Magazine
“America's Healthiest States “
This annual ranking, published by the United Health Foundation, looks at 22 indicators of health, including everything from how many children receive recommended vaccinations, to obesity and smoking rates, to cancer deaths.
2009 Top Rankings
1. Vermont
2. Utah
3. Massachusetts
4. Hawaii
5. New Hampshire

http://www.forbes.com/2009/11/16/unhealthy-healthy-states-lifestyle-health-states-top_chart.html?partner=msnhealth
Utah Ranked #5

“AMERICA’S TOP STATES FOR BUSINESS - 2009”

CNBC
The ranking scored all 50 states using publicly available data on 40 different measures of competitiveness.
http://www.cnbc.com/id/31765926
Utah #1 “Happiest U.S. States” 

- MSNBC - Gallup

Gallup Organization's Well-Being Index collected data for more than 350,000 individuals nationwide. The index includes six types of well-being: overall evaluation of their lives, emotional health, physical health, healthy behaviors (such as whether a person smokes or exercises), and job satisfaction.

The top 5 states and their average well-being scores (out of a possible 100 points):

    * Utah: 69.2

    * Hawaii: 68.2

    * Wyoming: 68

    * Colorado: 67.3

    * Minnesota: 67.3

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33830268/ns/health-mental_health/?GT1=43001/from/ET
10 Cities With the Most Job Postings Per Capita

US News & World Report
Salt Lake City ranked number six overall and Provo ranked among the best for job-seeking graphic designers.

Top 10 States
Business Facilities Magazine, The Location Advisor

-Utah in the Top 10 States for:

· Best Business Climate

· Quality of Life

· Best Education Climate

Provo, Utah  #1

“TOP 10 MID-SIZED CITIES FOR QUALITY OF LIFE”

American City Business Journals

ACB Journals ranked 124 metros that had populations between 250,000 and 1 million as of 2007. Statistics cited in the study encompass all portions of metros, not just their central communities.  Bizjournals used a 20-part formula to rate each market’s quality of life. 

Provo, Utah ranked first in the U.S. and Ogden, Utah ranked number six in the top ten cities.

“20 Picture Perfect towns” Spring City, UT

Forbes Magazine
Forbes has ranked these towns on overall beauty, natural settings, architecture, and many other criteria. 

Logan, Utah

“An American Best City”

-U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

· #2 Lowest Unemployment in U.S.

-CareerBuilder.com “Top 30 Cities to find a Job”

· #3 For Successful Job Search

America's Best Bang-For-The-Buck Cities
Forbes Magazine
Ogden Clearfield ranked #10, Provo-Orem ranked #14, Salt Lake #55
Solid housing markets, relatively stable employment, enviable cost of living and quick commutes make these metros among the country's most affordable to live.
http://www.forbes.com/2009/11/30/cities-affordable-cheap-lifestyle-real-estate-housing-foreclosures_chart.html?feed=rss_popstories
Utah’s Power Costs are Among the Top 10 Lowest in the Nation 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration released a report ranking the states with the lowest utility rates. Utah ranked 5th in the nation for its low electricity costs. 

Average Retail Price (2007 Data) 

	Rank 
	State 
	Average Utility Rates (Cost / kWh) 

	1 
	Idaho 
	4.92 cents 

	2 
	West Virginia 
	5.04 cents 

	3 
	Wyoming 
	5.27 cents 

	4 
	Kentucky 
	5.43 cents 

	5 
	UTAH 
	5.99 cents 


Best Animation Program in the World

Brigham Young University, March 2009

Ed Catmull, President of Pixar and Walt Disney Animation Studios

"The quality of students coming out of BYU is the best in the world.  One of the interesting things is, all of a sudden, in the last few years, we found that BYU has risen to the top. It's amazing to suddenly see that BYU is producing the best in the industry.  It's the perception not just at Pixar but also at the other studios that something pretty remarkable is happening here."

------------------------------------------

Significant Utah Media Headlines

“NSA to build huge facility in Utah”
Salt Lake Tribune
 The facility could offer more than 1,000 high-tech jobs for the state and nearly 3 billion dollar construction project. 
“Hill AFB is finalist to land new F-35s”
Deseret News
The Air Force on declared Utah's Hill Air Force Base as one of three finalists to house its next-generation F-35 fighter-bomber.
“Incentives Fuel Home Sales”
Salt Lake Tribune
$8,000 in federal and $6,000 in State “Home Run” incentives to first time home buyers fueled 367 million dollars in home sales in Utah. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Older Rankings

Utah #1

“America's Best States to Live”

-Forbes Magazine

Utah earned the highest marks. Here residents reported a high level of satisfaction in several areas, including work environment, emotional health and their local communities. 

Report by Gallup and disease management company Healthways suggests in certain states residents enjoy their jobs, express deep optimism about future prospects and even manage to stay healthy. Residents of these areas have a higher quality of life than others in the U.S. 

Ogden Utah Ranked “Top 10” by Multiple Organizations
Foreign Direct Investment (fDi) Magazine

· Ogden has ranked in the top 10 in two categories by Foreign Direct Investment (fDi) magazine, a magazine that focuses on the business of globalization.  It is published by The Financial Times Business Group in London England.
· Best Infrastructure

· Overall

Newsmax Magazine

· 5th best city in the nation for American Values

Outdoor Magazine

· 2nd Best city for Outdoor Recreation

National Geographic Adventure

· Top ten adventure towns

Ski Magazine

· One of America’s next “best ski towns”

Forbes

· #2 America’s Best Cheap Cities

Best-Performing Cities 2008

Where America’s Jobs Are Created and Sustained

-Milken Institute

Top 25 Large Metros

· #1 - Provo-Orem, Utah 

· #3 - Salt Lake City, Utah

· #18 - Ogden-Clearfield, Utah 

Top 25 Small Metros

· #4 - St. George, Utah 
Salt Lake City #6 of Top 10

America’s Recession –Proof Cities

-Forbes Magazine, May 2008

In Salt Lake City, where the median home price rose 2.5% and unemployment, at 3.7%, is below the 7.4% national average, growth in education and health services is expected to be 5.5%. Although at a reduced rate from a year ago Utah job growth continues to remain positive.

Salt Lake City Named the Best City for Jobs

Forbes.com ranked Salt Lake City, Utah as the #1 city for jobs based on unemployment rate, job growth, income growth, median household income and cost of living during 2007. Salt Lake City has received this ranking for the last two consecutive years. The ranking measured the largest 100 U.S. metropolitan areas and obtained data from Moody’s Economy.com.

Best Cities for Jobs

	Rank
	State

	1
	SALT LAKE CITY, UT

	2
	Wichita, KS


Utah #1 Technology Concentration and Dynamism &

#8 Overall State Ranking

State Technology and Science Index

-Milken Institute

The Milken Institute, an economic think tank, measured the stock of capable entrepreneurs and risk capital available to support the conversion of research into commercially viable technology products and services.  
The Milken Institute is a nonprofit, independent economic think tank whose mission is to improve the lives and economic conditions of diverse populations helping business and public policy leaders identify and implement innovative ideas for creating broad-based prosperity.

Utah Top 10 States with Stable Revenues for 2009

National Conference of Sate Legislatures

State Budget Update: 2008

Utah's situation, thanks to conservative budgetary forecasts and not spending one-time money on ongoing needs, is much sunnier by comparison.  "Utah is in a relatively healthier fiscal situation than most states, and in fact, one of only 10 states to project a stable outlook for revenues" for the 2009 fiscal year, NCSL fiscal analyst Arturo Perez told the Deseret News.

Utah anticipates a 0.4 percent growth in revenues in the 2009 fiscal year, much less than in past years, but growth nonetheless, said Steve Allred, deputy director of the Utah Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst. 

Anticipating a revenue shortfall, the Legislature earlier this year socked away $100 million in a savings account of sorts for public schools and colleges, and left $15 million unspent in the fiscal 2009 budget, which goes into effect July 1, according to the Utah section in the report. That money is in addition to $414 million lawmakers put in "rainy day funds" over the years. The Utah data in the report is based on information compiled by the Utah fiscal analyst's office. 

The Legislature "approached future revenue growth with caution, and that's one thing the state's been fairly good at," Allred said. "It does require some fiscal discipline up front."                Deseret News, April 25, 2008

Utah #3

“AMERICA’S TOP TEN STATES FOR BUSINESS” 2008

Salt Lake International Airport Voted America's Best Airport 2008

MSN- February 2009

Salt Lake International Airport Ranked as Most on Time Airport in US

CNN – December 2008

During the 2008 holiday rush the Salt Lake International Airport averaged an on-time arrival of 91% of all of its flights.

Utah Named Best State for Worker Freedom

-Alliance for Worker Freedom Report, July 2008
In its inaugural national report card on worker freedom, Washington D.C. based Alliance for Worker Freedom (AWF) has given the highest grade in the nation.  Utah was the only state to receive an “A” on the state grading index.  The index based its grading on: right to work, minimum wage, union density, paycheck protection, prevailing wage, entrepreneurial activity, and workers compensation.
Utah Ranks as Top Ten State in Five Categories

-Business Facilities Magazine, July 2008

This leading industry publication recognized Utah as a Top Ten State in 5 core areas.  The report took into account various factors including job growth rate, productivity, and momentum.  Utah was recognized as a Top Ten State for the following areas:

· Business Climate

· Manufacturing Momentum

· Most Educated Workforce

· Drugs & Pharmaceuticals, Top Ten medium metropolitan statistical area (MSA)

(#5 Provo-Orem, UT)

· Medical Devices & Equipment, Top Ten large metropolitan statistical area (MSA) 

(#2 Salt Lake City, UT)

Utah is One of 9 States Given a AAA Bond Rating14 
Utah has received AAA bond rating status. Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s and Fitch Ratings all assigned AAA ratings to nine states. The rating allows states to keep interest rates on state-issued bonds low, saving the states millions of dollars. 

Utah #1 Digital State

Center for Digital Government

The 2008 Digital States Survey measured state governments’ progress on an array of citizen self-service technologies—including Internet portals, applications and Web 2.0 features like blogs, wikis, social networks and mash-ups.  The survey also evaluated state IT programs overall, with measures of the alignment of architecture, infrastructure, policy, planning, methodologies and organizational maturity.  

According to Utah CIO Steve Fletcher, deploying e-services has been a long-term goal for Huntsman.  “Our Governor really has been focusing on trying to provide not just better IT, but also better services for our citizens.  He’s also very concerned about energy consumption and being green.  So our performance in the 2008 survey is the culmination of a lot of things.”

Perhaps one of the most important factors in Utah’s recognition is the implementation of a 4-day work week.  This new initiative has increased the awareness of more than 800 online government services.  “Utah demonstrates that you can close offices on a normal office day, and people can still conduct real business with their government,” said Paul Taylor, chief strategy office and member of the Digital States judging panel.  “This is what the ATM did for the banking industry.  It reduced branch hours, but cash was still available.  Ten years later, we’re reducing government office hours, but government’s still available.   

"This top ranking is a reflection of our state's innovative and talented leadership that continues to bring Utah to the forefront of providing greater accessibility to government services through technology," Huntsman said in a statement.

Distribution Operating Costs Second Lowest in Nation

The Boyd Company, Inc.

A recently completed corporate site selection study compares the cost of operating a Western U.S. distribution warehouse in a series of 30 cities, including the Salt Lake City/Provo area.  
The new Boyd study analyzes all major geographically-variable operating costs that are most critical to the decision where to locate major new distribution warehouse facilities. Such costs include: hourly labor; shipping costs; land costs; construction costs; property and sales taxes; utilities and other occupancy costs.
Governor’s Office of Economic Development Named Best for Workplace Flexibility

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, September, 2008

GOED was one of 13 Utah organizations to be honored and was the exclusive non-private organization to receive this award.The Sloan Awards recognize businesses for instituting and implementing greater workplace flexibility in order to improve performance and bottom-line outcomes as well as employees’ quality of life. An article published by Community, Work and Family in May 2008 titled Defining and Conceptualizing Workplace Flexibility defines workplace flexibility as “the ability of workers to make choices influencing when, where, and for how long they engage in work-related tasks.”
The United States of Mind, the Geography of Personality

The Wall Street Journal

Utah’s Character Revealed

Based on more than 600,000 questionnaires and published in the journal Perspectives on Psychological Science, the geography of personality study maps regional clusters of personality traits, then overlays state-by-state data on crime, health and economic development in search of correlations.

· Utah #4 for agreeableness 
· Utah #4 for conscientiousness
· Utah #18 for openness 
· Utah #51 for neuroticism  
Utah Ranked on top of “Happiness” Index

Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index

The Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index™ has been developed to provide the official measure for health and well-being. It's the voice of Americans and the most ambitious effort ever undertaken to measure what people believe constitutes a good life.

The massive survey involved more than 350,000 interviews.  "It's not just about physical health," said Eric Nielsen, a spokesman for Gallup. "It's about their ability to contribute at work and be more productive, and it's about feeling engaged in a community and wanting to improve that community."

Over the next 25 years, the Well-Being Index will collect and measure the daily pulse of the nation's well-being and provide best-in-class solutions for a healthier world. By helping Americans understand how work impacts life and health and conversely how life affects work and health, we can work together to improve well-being for a better way of life. 

Utah Awarded "Silver Shovel" for Industrial Development 

Best State with Population under 3Million

-Area Development Magazine, June 2008

The Governor’s Office of Economic Development announced today that Area Development magazine, a leading publication focused on corporate site selection in the United States, has recognized Utah with a “Silver Shovel” award for its industrial and corporate development activity in 2007.  Utah competed against ten other states with a population of less than 3 million. Larger states competed in other population categories. 

The award is based on direct job creation, new jobs per capita, amount of new investment, number of new facilities, and number of projects creating high value-added jobs, Utah was selected to receive the Silver Shovel award because of the overall quality of high quality jobs being created by the companies expanding in Utah and the significant investment being made in the projects now underway throughout the state.  This is the Second year in a row that Utah has led the nation in this award category, having won last year for the first time.

Utah  #5

Most Legally Fair State in the Nation
The Institute for Legal Reform
 recently ranked Utah as the 5th most legally fair state in the nation.  Conducted by Harris Interactive, a sample of 957 in-house general counsel or other senior litigators were interviewed regarding twelve areas of each state’s legal system.  Interviewees were asked to give a letter grade to states they were familiar with in areas such as treatment of class action suits, discovery, and timeliness of summary judgment.

Utah’s rankings were as follows:

· 5th - Overall Fairness

· 2nd - Treatment of Class Action Suits and Mass Consolidation Suits

· 3rd - Discovery

· 4th - Overall Treatment of Tort and Contract Litigation

· 4th - Punitive Damages

· 4th - Non-Economic Damages

· 5th - Juries Predictability

Utah’s ranking of 5th is an improvement for the second consecutive year after being ranked 9th in 2007 and 17th in 2006. 

Utah Ranked 3rd in the Nation as an Economic Development Hot Spot

Expansion Management and National Policy Research Council ranked the state of Utah and several counties in the state as top economic development hot spots in the country based on the number of businesses that have been in business for four or more years and overall employment growth over the four years. Provo-Orem ranked 1st among the small metro areas and Salt Lake City ranked 5th among the largest metro areas. Salt Lake County ranked 6th among the largest counties in the nation and Utah County ranked 3rd among the smallest counties in the nation. Overall, the state of Utah ranked 3rd in the nation.

Salt Lake City named as an "Urban Innovator" by Fast Company magazine.

Fast Company magazine named Salt Lake City an “Urban Innovator” in 2007. Fast Company magazine states that Salt Lake City is radically redesigning its downtown with more green space and the return of City Creek, which now flows under the streets. The goal: a more open, human feel that attracts newcomers--among them traffic-weary Californians--to the city center.

Utah Ranked Highly in the Biotech Industry
Utah ranked 3rd highest in the nation for overall breadth in the biotech industry and 4th highest in the nation for overall depth in this industry. The state can attribute its high ranking to its leadership in the drugs and pharmaceuticals sector (ranked 2nd) and medical devices and equipment sector (ranked 1st). These rankings were based on a complex formula that considers number of business establishments and state population. The methodology eliminates a bias for larger states. 

Top States for the Biotech Industry 

	Rank 
	Breadth 
	Depth 

	1 
	New Jersey 
	Iowa 

	2 
	Connecticut 
	New Jersey 

	3 
	UTAH 
	Nebraska 

	4 
	Nebraska 
	UTAH 

	5 
	California 
	Idaho 


Utah Receives “A” Ranking for Manufacturing Climate, Second Best in Country

The “2008 National Manufacturing and Logistics Report Card” gave an “A” to only 5 states including Utah.  The ranking was based on 20 factors, including property taxes, sales taxes, unemployment insurance, corporate taxes, crime and the percentage of the population that holds college diplomas.  
Utah Ranked 6th in the U.S. for Manufacturing 
By determining how U.S. locations increased their number of manufacturing establishments, increased value added through manufacturing and increased manufacturing capital expenditures, Business Facilities Magazine ranked Utah 6th in the nation. 

Best States for Manufacturing 

	Rank 
	State 

	1 
	Nevada 

	2 
	Idaho 

	3 
	North Dakota 

	4 
	South Dakota 

	5 
	Nebraska 

	6 
	UTAH 


Salt Lake City Ranks among the top for college towns 
Travel to America’s Best College Towns

· Salt Lake City and the valley of the Great Salt Lake and the Wasatch mountains are a playground for summer- and winter-sports aficionados alike, with biking, skiing and camping among the most popular activities. Beyond the city, home to the University of Utah, the state contains five national parks
Utah ranked among the top in country for manufacturing and logistics

· When it comes to manufacturing and logistics, Utah, Indiana, Missouri, Kansas and Alabama are the best states in the country for the industries while Alaska, Maine, New York, West Virginia and Rhode Island are the worst, says a report from Ball State University.

· In the 2009 Manufacturing and Logistics Report Card, a research team from Ball State grades states from A to F in the areas of human capital, benefits cost, global reach, productivity and innovation and tax climate.  "This report represents a snapshot of the health of manufacturing and logistics today, but it also offers a roadmap to state policymakers who are unhappy with the growth of these industries in their states," said Michael Hicks, director of Ball State's Center for Business and Economic Research. "We know that the American manufacturing industry is evolving as a result of technology-centered productivity enhancements and investment from international corporations building or expanding facilities to reach the American consumer."

Salt Lake City, Utah #2

Top 10 Large MSA’s

Medical Devices & Equipment

Provo-Orem, Utah #5

Top 10 Medium MSA’s

Drugs and Pharmaceuticals  

-Business Facilities Magazine

3 Utah Hospitals Ranked Among America’s Best Hospitals 

· Three Utah hospitals received high rankings for their various specialty areas. Primary Children’s Medical Center ranked 18th in the nation for its pediatrics specialty. LDS Hospital ranked 23rd in the nation for its urology specialty. And, University of Utah Hospitals ranked 18th for its gynecology specialty. Hospitals have to perform a minimum number of specialty area procedures and are ranked by their reputation, mortality rate and nurse-to-patient ratio. 

Utah Ranked 1st and Salt Lake City Ranked 2nd for Volunteerism

· Utah has the highest volunteering rate in the nation every year, ranging between 46.2% and 49.7%. The rate of volunteering for both seniors and young adults from 2003 to 2005 in Utah was higher than the 3-year rate for the West as a whole and the entire nation. Utah also ranks 1st in the nation for the number of annual mean hours volunteering at 81.9 hours. Salt Lake City has the nation’s 2nd highest rate of volunteers, with a 38.4% volunteer rate, among metro areas according to data gathered from 2004 to 2006 by the Current Population Survey.

Brigham Young University (BYU) MBA Program Ranks 1st Among Regional Business School 
· The Wall Street Journal ranked the BYU MBA program 1st in its “Regional Rankings.” This ranking is based on recruiters’ rating 20 various attributes and their future plans to recruit at the school. BYU also ranks 2nd for top schools recruiting MBA’s with high ethical standards. 

University of Utah and Brigham Young University EMBA Programs Ranked Among Top 100 in the World 
· For seven consecutive years, The Financial Times has ranked the University of Utah Executive MBA program highly among others in the nation and globally. This year the University of Utah EMBA program ranked 74th and the Brigham Young University program 89th in the world. Rankings are based on alumni surveys from the class of 2003, along with alumni salaries, school diversity and published research in leading journals by faculty members. 

Utah Ranks 3rd Nationally for Passing AP Exams
· According to The College Board’s annual “Advanced Placement Report to the Nation,” Utah ranked 3rd in the country for the percent of high school seniors earning college credit by scoring 3 or higher on their AP exams. Utah ranked just behind New York and Maryland. Utah experienced a 4.5% increase in student AP exam participants from 2005 to 2006. 

Deer Valley Named Best Ski Resort in North America

More than 7,000 voters and readers of Ski Magazine have made Deer Valley the Country’s best Ski resort.  Seven of Utah’s 13 ski resorts made the top 30 list as well.  

· Deer Valley-#1

· Park City Mountain-#5

· Canyons-#13

· Solitude-#22

· Snowbird-#25

· Alta-#28

· Snowbasin #30

Major Projects & Announcements

· Salt Lake City is in the middle of a major downtown renovation named Downtown Rising. Plans include visions for increased public transportation services, more bicycle and pedestrian-friendly walkways, as well as increased green space. The downtown revitalization is a joint effort from the Salt Lake Chamber and the Downtown Alliance. The Downtown Rising plans are consistent with the original Second Century Plan and have a 15-year projected time line for completion.

The core of the Downtown Rising plans center around the City Creek redevelopment of the Central Business District CBD.  This project being undertaken by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on several acres in the heart of the city is massive when measured by any scale.  When completed in 2011 the City Creek development will encompass 2.7 Million square feet of office space and commercial space.  It will provide for an employment base of 65,000 employees and generate $2.3 Billon in wages annually.  The commercial space will generate $550 million in Retail Sales.  But of major importance for the life of the city core is that it will include 3,700 housing units and have about 7,500 permanent residents who live in the Central Business District which will give a life and vitality to Salt Lake City unmatched in the west.

· Commuter rail is being extended west from downtown Salt Lake City to the new Intermodal Hub and out to the International Airport and will run north for 44 miles through Davis County to Pleasant View in Weber County. Once completed, Utah Transit Authority (UTA) will extend the line south for 52 miles through Provo and Orem to Spanish Fork in Utah County. 
· In conjunction with UTA’s efforts, Union Pacific is realigning their tracks through the city and increasing the radiuses of the curves to allow trains to travel more quickly through the north end of the city.

· Salt Lake City’s Intermodal Hub, scheduled for completion in 2008, will serve as a transportation nerve center, complete with an Amtrak station, Greyhound bus depot, UTA bus transfer station, light rail station, commuter rail station, taxi cab stands and amenities for bicyclists. 
Utah Science Technology and Research Initiative - USTAR

The Utah Science Technology and Research Initiative, or USTAR as it is known, was created by the State of Utah as an agency to accelerate technology development in Utah by funding, with a $15 million per year budget, the recruitment of world class faculty to the University of Utah in Salt Lake City and Utah State University to the North, in Logan.  Additionally, USTAR was allocated funds to help finance the construction of new buildings, with a total budget of $200 million (including bonding and contributions from the schools) on the two campuses to house the new faculty hires.  Finally, USTAR has been tasked with working with entrepreneurs around the state, including Salt Lake County, using a $4 million annual budget, to help them build successful technology businesses.  So far, USTAR has helped recruit 15 all-star faculty members in 11 innovation areas.  The USTAR team is now working with dozens of companies, helping them to attract growth capital, human capital and new customers.  Over USTAR’s first 30 years, the State projects attracting $4.9 billion in federal research grants along with the creation of more than 400 companies.  USTAR has quickly become an important part of the entrepreneurial infrastructure in Salt Lake.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
� Source: Forbes.com, “Best Cities for Jobs in 2008”


� The U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform (ILR) is a national campaign, representing the nation's business community, with the critical mission of making America's legal system simpler, fairer and faster for everyone founded by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 1998 to address the country's litigation explosion. (Source: http://www.instituteforlegalreform.com/about)


� Source: Expansion Management, “ED Hot Spots”, October 2007 edition


� Source: U.S. News & World Report, “America’s Best Hospitals”, 2007 rankings


� Source: Corporation for National & Community Service, “Volunteering in America: 2007 City Trends and Rankings”


� Ski Magazine: October 2008





